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Moreover, there are two further vital considerations.
First, even when birth-control is introduced, time
must elapse before it affects the size of the population,
and still more time before it affects the size of the
working population, or its rate of increase. Meanwhile,
whether present conditions persist or not, the popula-
tion will have increased still further. Secondly, in
the conditions that have obtained in the past, it is
probable that China has needed her enormous popu-
lation in order to survive. In a country where two
million people may be wiped out in a year by famine
or flood, and hundreds of thousands not in a rare
year but commonly; in a country that suffers these
calamities as well as most of the other human scourges
such as war and disease, there must have been need
for reserves of sheer numbers if the race that inhabited
it was to survive. Is not this need likely to have been
reflected in the people's customs and attitude to life ?
May not the origins of the Chinese family system,
which is a clan system, and of the high value placed
on sons, have their roots in these needs ? If that is
true, is it likely that these attitudes and values will
change quickly even if science or circumstances make
it to the people's advantage that they should change
quickly? Will not the attempt to introduce birth-
control meet with great resistance, in fact if not in
words, and with a resistance that it will need more
than logic, and many years, to overcome 2